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1. Background on WTGF and 

the U.S. Context 

2. Themes in Recent Work  

3. Priorities for Future Work 

Overview 



William T. Grant Foundation 

to inform practice and policy 





Research To Practice 

 Improve Quality of Research & Syntheses 

 Improve Communication, Dissemination, Marketing 

 Increase Adoption of Evidence-based Programs 



Stages of Prevention  

and Intervention Research 

Preventing Mental, Emotional, and Behavioral Disorders Among Young People: Progress and Possibilities (2006) 



Support for 

What Works 

• Clearinghouses 

• Research & Evaluation Funding 

• Accountability 



Federal Policy Initiatives  
(adapted from Haskins) 

Initiative Initial Statute Agency Total Amount Awarded 

Teen Pregnancy 

Prevention 

Consolidated Appropriations 

Act of 2010 
HHS 

$400M, 1 cohort of grants, 

102 awards 

Home Visiting  Affordable Care Act of 2010 HHS 
$1.5B to be allocated 

through FY 2014 

Investing in 

Innovation 

American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009 
Education 

$1.1B; 4 rounds of grants; 

92 awards 

Social Innovation 

Fund  

Consolidated Appropriations 

Act of 2010 
CNCS 

$177.6M; 3 rounds;  

20 intermediaries;  

221 subgrants 

Trade Adjustment 

Assistance & 

Community College 

& Career Training 

Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act of 2010 

Labor & 

Education 

$2B for FY 2011-FY2014; 

3 rounds of grants;  

185 awards 

Workforce 

Innovation Fund  

Dept of Defense & Full-Year 

Continuing Appropriations 

Act, 2011 

Labor 
$147M; 1 round of grants; 

26 awards 



Evidence of 

impact 

Evidence-based  
Programs 

local 

data 

client 
 needs 

Implementation 

Capacity 

Local Decisions 

evidence 

 integration 

values 

Politics 

professional 
judgment 



(mis)trust  



Finnigan, Daly & Che (2013) 

 



Two-Way Streets 







Research-Practice 

Partnerships 



Partnerships 



 

 Develop Shared Commitments 

 Build Relationships and Trust 

 Work Iteratively 

 Improve Research and Its Use 



Intermediaries 



Professional 

Associations 

Foundations 

Technical 

Assistance 

Providers 

Think  

Tanks 

Media 

Advocacy 

Groups 

Consultants 



Politics of Research Use 
(DeBray, Scott, Lubienski & Jabbar, 2014) 



Citations of School Voucher Studies  
(Goldie, Linick, Jabbar, & Lubienski, 2014) 

 



Future Work 




